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CHAPTER  IX.

1833.

HAVING now conducted the narrative down to what may be
termed the threshold of the House of Commons, I pause to
take a survey of the past, and note the transition from com-
parative obscurity to distinction,

A laborious youth, a studious manhood, and habits of seclu-
sion, were the leading features of George Grote's personal
life, up to the winter of 1832. That " volume," so to speak, is
about to close, and a new one to commence of a very different
character. His entrance upon public life came somewhat
hurriedly, owing to the impetuous tide which forced him to
step upon the stage earlier than he could have wished; but
there was, for him, no drawing back, and Grote accordingly
" girded up his loins" for the task which awaited him.

He had just completed his 38th year, and was consequently
in the prime of manhood. His health was good, he had no
children, and though by no means free from burdensome
obligations of the business kind, he calculated upon the pos-
session of sufficient time to enable him to justify the expec-
tations of his constituents, and the confidence of his friends.

In 1832 the house which George Grote had long occupied
in the City was given up to his brother Charles, who now
became a partner in the firm of Prescott, Grote, and Co.:
the residence at Dulwich being established as future " head-
quarters" of the new Member.

The interval between his election and the taking his seat
as one of the Members for the City of London on the 4th of
February, 1833, was sedulously devoted to the preparation
of a speech upon the Ballot, a motion for the introduction of
wMck he announced for an early day in March.carried
